Table of Contents
Strategic Direction and Mission
Statement Development..................3

Building and Maintenance............12

Overcoming Obstacles.....................4
O

M
Marketing
& PR and Finance.........13

Awards & Accollades....................5-6

Programs................................14-15

Additions and Improvements.......7-8

Special Events.........................16-17

Athletics....................................9-10

Future
Expansion.........................18
F

Aquatics......................................11

Clarksville Parks & Recreation - 2010 Annual Report

2

Strategic Direction and Mission
Statement Development
The Clarksville Department of Parks and Recreation
conducted a Strategic Planning Summit on Feb. 4th & 5th,
2010 at the Hilldale Baptist Church, Family Life Center
located at 250 Old Farmers Road in Clarksville.

The Balanced Scorecard process, developed by Robert
Kapland and David Norton of the Harvard Business School,
has been used worldwide by huge corporations, non-profit
organizations and even small businesses. The Department
used this process to develop a strategic planning document
containing a mission statement, strategic objectives,
performance measures and action initiatives.

Clarksville Parks & Recreation Department took time early
in the Summit to define why we are unique and what sets us
apart from others. We wanted to answer the question: What
fingerprints have we left behind on all projects, events, and
programs that CPRD undertakes each year. Staff discovered
we are unique in the following areas:

1. Demonstrates quality activities and
events.
2. We are affordable.
3. We offer many opportunities.
4. We promote a healthy lifestyle.
5. We provide positive experiences.
6. We offer fun and enjoyable
programs.
7. We have a very dedicated,
knowledgeable staff.
8. CPRD staff is cohesive.
9. We focus on Customer Service.
Taking those sentences and keywords, staff began to pull
together short phrases to develop a new and redefined
mission statement for the Department. After much
deliberation, the new and improved mission statement was
developed and the result can be seen when you first step
into the Parks & Recreation Office.
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Overcoming Obstacles
After a couple of days of hard and continuous rainfall
in early May 2010, the City of Clarksville faced the
unexpected- a natural disaster, a flood. The Cumberland
River reached its crest at 62.58 feet, a staggering 16 feet
above flood level swallowing up buildings, homes, and
businesses.
With the flood came delays, cancellations, and a great deal
of damage. So much so that Montgomery County was
declared a major disaster area in the state of Tennessee by
President Barack Obama. Tennesseans received over $300
million in federal assistance.

The Clarksville Parks and Recreation Department faced
many challenges as the water began to recede. Six parks
were closed, three events cancelled and an enormous
amount of clean up was needed.
One of the most frequented parks, McGregor, also sustained
some of the worst damages. Water completely submerged
the RiverWalk pedestrian bridge elevator, flooded 4-5 feet
of the River Center Museum, stripped several trees/bushes
from the ground, collapsed the ground around the boat
launch. The sound system, 200 tons of rip-rap rock, tools
and much more had to be replaced. All rails, benches and
other amenities had to be repainted.
The Department pulled together and with the help of
volunteers in the community, parks began to reopen.
Barely two months after McGregor Park was under water,
thousands gathered along the river to watch fireworks
overhead at the City’s Annual July 3rd Celebration.
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Awards and Accolades

The City
i off Cl
Clarksville
k ill won the
h G
Governor’s
’ E
Environmental
i
Stewardship Award for Greenways and Trails for the
Clarksville Greenway. This program recognizes exceptional
voluntary actions that improve or protect our environment
and natural resources with projects or initiatives not
required by law or regulation. This was the 24th year for
the awards program. Thirty-nine professionals from various
public and private organizations judged more than 100
nominations to determine the award recipients.
The City of Clarksville has added a 3.6-mile trail to its
current greenways and trails system. This particular
addition was constructed on a six-mile abandoned rail bed
with an estimated cost of $2.5 million for the first phase
of the project. Thanks to city leadership, local community
support and the help of various city departments, the city’s
financial commitment was reduced to $330,000. Materials
and labor for the walking path were donated by local
businesses and the majority of the land and right-of-way
were donated by private citizens – further reducing the
cost of the project. The addition of the Greenway will help
establish a buffer along the Red River and nearby streams,
while providing a habitat for diverse plant and animal
species.

The City
Clarksville
i off Cl
k ill was recently
l recognized
i d bby the
h
Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
as a “Walk with Me Tennessee” community for its efforts
made towards pedestrian friendliness. The “Walk with
Me Tennessee” program strives to increase awareness
of alternate transportation in order to improve the health
of Tennesseans, reduce environmental impacts and
help citizens save money in fuel costs. “Walk with Me
Tennessee” is an assessment tool for cities and counties
that focuses on a variety of aspects, including: planning,
health and fitness opportunities, infrastructure, connecting
community areas and safety. It ranks the community’s
walkability, and provides pertinent planning information
to help communities increase their pedestrian friendliness.
Clarksville, through assessing city demographics, planning
resources and connections, has met the criteria for a “Walk
with Me Tennessee” community.
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Awards and Accolades

SEAM Award
The City of Clarksville Parks & Recreation Department
received the Special Events Award I for Fright on Franklin.
from the TRPA Special Events Arts & Marketing branch.
The award recognizes innovation and creativity and inspires
other to develop similar programs in their own area. Fright
on Franklin was held for the first time in October 2009. The
free, family friendly event featured safe trick-or-treating
along Franklin Street in Downtown Clarksville, as well as,
costume and pumpkin-carving contests!

Southeast Tourism SocietyTop 20 Events
The best events across the Southeast compete to receive
the prestigious Top 20 Events designation. Through a
nomination process, Southeast Tourism Society chooses the
Top 20 Events in the Southeast for each month of the year
and publishes the list of winners quarterly. Christmas on the
Cumberland was recognized in 2010 Top 20 Event.
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Additions and Improvements
RiverWalk North Extension
With its winding walkway and breathtaking vistas,
Clarksville’s RiverWalk has been connecting residents and
visitors with nature and recreation along the Cumberland
River’s path in Clarksville’s Historic River District for more
than 10 years. The RiverWalk was the City of Clarksville’s
first major step towards establishing a Greenway in the city.
In 2009, the Clarksville River District Commission and city
officials led the charge to complete another section of the
RiverWalk at the north end of the park utilizing property
purchased from the Pressler Family.

The Clarksville Greenway &
Raymond C. Hand Pass
Phase One of the Clarksville Greenway project provided
a 3.6 mile scenic pedestrian and biking trail to residents in
2009. The popularity of the greenway led to construction
of a permanent restroom building designed to resemble a
train depot as well as additional parking at the Pollard Road
Trailhead completed in early fall 2010.
Meanwhile, the Clarksville Street Department and
Clarksville Parks and Recreation Department set out to
add an additional 1.25 miles of trail on the north end of the
Pollard Road Trailhead.
This expansion included a 600 foot scenic pedestrian
bridge, made possible in part through a generous private
donation from Charles Hand and his family in honor of
Raymond C. Hand. A new trailhead was constructed this
fall at the end of Mary’s Oak Drive providing additional
parking for the popular facility. More expansion is in the
planning stages to continue the trail through Heritage Park
in future phases.

Upon its opening in the summer of 2010, this quartermile extension of trail featured a 12-foot-wide lighted
walkway with benches, a great lawn, and a plaza for small
events or just viewing spectacular sunrises and sunsets.
Future expansion plans include fishing piers and a bridge
to connect the RiverWalk with Fort Defiance Park at the
confluence of the Cumberland and Red Rivers.
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Additions and Improvements
Clarksville’s Second Bark Park
Clarksville’s original Bark Park at Fairgrounds Park was
a very popular spot from the first day it opened in 2006.
The facility provided a place for dogs and their owners to
socialize and exercise. The facility features separate spaces
for large and small dogs to play off-leash.

Our four-legged friends have lots of reasons to love the new
Bark Park. Now they have more space to run and plenty
of trees and other interesting landscape to explore. The
Department hosts Doggiepalooza in the Spring and the Bark
in the Park Event in the Fall. Both events feature contests
for pets and their owners, agility demonstrations, Police K-9
demonstrations, and lots of pet-friendly businesses hand out
goodies and information.

Redevelopment off F
Fairgrounds
i
d P
Park
k fforced
d the
h C
City to
temporarily close the Bark Park in 2009, leaving a lot of
pet owners without their favorite place to play with their
dogs. Parks and Recreation staff quickly went to work on
a plan to develop a second dog park to fill the void. After
relocating the fencing, pavilion, agility equipment and
water fountain used at the Fairgrounds and several months
of hard work and planning, the City was able to hold a
“ribbon chewing” ceremony on May 29, 2010 to celebrate
the opening of Clarksville’s second Bark Park at Heritage
Park.
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Athletics
Heritage Park

Pettus Park

Many soccer, softball and baseball leagues and tournaments
were held at Heritage Park this year. As of the end of
December, over 25 baseball/softball tournaments and
three soccer tournaments have been requested for the 2011
season, as well as other special events. The Park was
recognized by NSA (National Softball Association) as the
Best Complex to play Adult Softball.

Pettus Park received a $50,000 make-over in 2010. A new
backstop and side fencing were installed, as well as, a new
softball infield. The addition of a football field and new
scoreboard round out the improvements to the facility.

The Soccer Complex received additional lighting to
complete a third field of lights . The softball and baseball
complexes received new sunshades to cover 16 dug outs.
Kenwood High School held their annual cross country
track event by running a course through the Park. Over 300
people attended this event. Area elementary schools hosted
their annual Field Days there as well.

Skate Park
Clarksville Parks and Recreation Department coordinated
an “Art on The Park” art contest involving the area high
schools that allowed students to submit artwork to paint
at the Skatepark. Four (4) winners were chosen from four
(4) different high schools and their artowrk is featured on
different walls of the skatepark.
This contest was held to discourage the graffiti issues that
often occur at the Skatepark. To date, there have been no
incidences of graffiti on the Skatepark since the paintings
have been completed.

Swan Lake
Over 184 adults participated in the adult tennis leagues this
season and over 63 youth participated in the youth tennis
clinics.

Northwest Little League/
Stokes Complex
Stokes Field also received a make-over in 2010. Old
concrete bleachers were torn down and replaced with new
aluminum bleachers. Aging dugouts were also torn down
and others had roofs replaced or repaired. And all buildings
received new windows and paint. A large baseball field was
equipped with new lighting, including poles and fixtures.
Infield dirt was added to the existing fields and bollards
were placed across roadways to prevent vehicles from
pulling onto the grass. The Complex has also added four
new picnic tables.

Barksdale /Clarksville Nationals
Renovations by Clarksville National Little League at
Barksdale Fields began in 2008 and were completed near
the end of 2010. Renovations included new ball field
lighting, paint and more.

Barbara E. Johnson Park &
Disc Golf Course
A new 9-hole Disc Golf Course
was completed in November at the
newly dedicated Barbara Johnson
Park on Outlaw Field Road.
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Athletics
Pitch, Hit and Run

Winter Gym

Pitch, Hit, Run is the official skills competition of Major
League Baseball The competition is open to baseball
enthusiasts ages 7-14. Young athletes compete in four age
divisions: 7/8 years, 9/10 years, 11/12 years, and 13/14
years. This year, girls had their own division. Participants
have the opportunity to advance through four levels of
competition with the final round ending at the National
Finals at a MLB All Star Game. This is a free annual event
coordinated by CPRD each Spring.

The Winter Gym Program is a partnership between the
Clarksville Parks & Recreation Department and the
Clarksville Montgomery County School System. It is open
to the public and begins the first week of November until
the end of March. This program allows us to open the
gym at Byrns-Darden Elementary for the public to use the
facilities for open play basketball under the supervision
of the Parks & Recreation staff. Approximately 550
participants attended this program in 2010.

Punt, Pass and Kick

Youth Baseball / Softball / T-ball

Boys and girls ages 8-15 showcase their punting,
passing and kicking abilities each Fall at this free CPRD
coordinated event held at Kenwood High School. All
participants launch one punt, one pass and one kick and
scored on distance and accuracy. The top finisher in each
age group advances to the Sectional Competition, having
the opportunity to qualify and compete in the National
Finals during an NFL playoff game.

This annual recreation league teaches kids the basic skills of
the game with an emphasis on having fun rather than keeping score. Over 700 participants ages 3-12, made up a total
of 57 teams played in 2010. A new 3-4 year old T-ball Tykes
Division was added bringing in 280 new participants.

Kickball
Clarksville Parks & Recreation Department coordinated
an Adult Kickball League for the first time in 2010. While
only 4 teams participated, interest was quickly generated
and many more teams are anxious to sign up in the spring
of 2011.

New Youth Basketball League
This year, CPRD coordinated a Youth Basketball League
for ages 7-17. Over 170 children participated in the league.
Games are played at our three Community Centers and
practices are held at the local elementary schools.

Spring Adult Softball
Both a Spring and Fall league are offered for adults ages 18
and up. A total of 85 teams played in the Spring league from
March to July. The Fall Adult League had over 58 teams
participate, playing from August thru October. Divisions
included two Men’s , a true Co-ed, and church Co-ed. All
games are played in the evenings at Heritage Park Ball
fields.

Facilitated Activities
In addition to the activities hosted by the Department this
year, we facilitated the following outside activities: Softball/
Baseball tournaments, Buddy Ball/Challenge League,
Soccer League MCSA, Middle School Soccer Program,
Soccer tournaments, Little Leagues- Clarksville Nationals,
Northwest, and Clarksville Girls Softball Association.
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Aquatics
Recap

It was an exciting year for CPRD’s Aquatics Division.
58,133 swimmers visited five pools throughout the 2010
pool season with 455 patrons enrolling in swim lessons.
During the season, pool rentals rose from 17 to 28. Overall,
there was a notable increase of 1.05% in sales across the
board.
Water Aerobics was a new addition for the division in
2010 towards the end of the season. It will remain in the
curriculum at the New Providence Indoor Aquatic Center
and will be offered for the Summer pool season. The
addition of an Aquatics Supervisor in 2010 allowed for
programs, facilities and aquatic staff to be managed on a
year-round basis.

Looking Forward

Preparation for the New Providence Indoor Aquatics Center
has been the main focus of the Division since the pools
closed in August 2010. Converting the current outdoor
pool at New Providence into an indoor aquatics center is
going to be a major benefit for the Clarksville community.
Construction began in December and the facility was
unveiled to the public with a Grand Opening Celebration
January 2011.

By the Numbers
Pool Admission, Slide Admission, Multi pool passes &
Slide Passes sold:

2009: $189,256.02
2010: $199, 573.00
Clarksville Parks & Recreation - 2010 Annual Report
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Building and Maintenance
The Maintenance Division consists of 28 full-time
employees and 15 seasonal part-time employees who are
responsible for the maintenance of 68 city owned buildings
including: City Hall, 10 fire stations, 3 police precincts,
22 parks with over 600 acres of green space, 3 community
centers, 5 pools and over 6 miles of greenways and trails.
The Division also provides maintenance support for the
following outside agencies: Smith-Trahern Mansion, Ajax
Senior Center, the Planning Commission, Transit Station
and the United Way.

The Building & Maintenance Division at the Clarksville
Greenway completed several extensive projects to include
the addition of concrete pads, installation of over a dozen
benches and swings, and construction of new planters
and landscaping at the Pollard Road trailhead. Staff
also installed a pavilion at the newly dedicated Barbara
E. Johnson Park (formerly Airport Park) and completed
work at New Providence Pool in preparation of the dome
installation in the new year. Heritage Park was prepped for
over 20 tournaments this year as well as regular league play
for both youth and adult leagues throughout the season.

In 2010, the Division completed almost 800 work orders.
The requests ranged from changing light bulbs, planting
trees, to installing new HVAC units. Division staff also set
up for over 65 special events, including, Christmas on the
Cumberland, Riverfest and The Downtown Market.

The New Year will bring additional responsibilities
and challenges for this Division as we are set to open
Liberty Park in 2011. We also plan to hire additional staff
and continuing with our approved capital projects and
regularly scheduled special events, leagues and day-to-day
responsibilities.
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Marketing & PR and Finance
Social Media

Grants/Donations
Parks and Recreation received several grants in 2010 to
enhance our current parks and programs. They include:

We have continued to grow our social media presence
with the help of Facebook and Twitter. We now have
over 2016 fans and 1325 daily active users! We have also
added groups for the Heritage Park Bark Park and Movies
in the Park event. We hope to begin advertising in 2011
on Facebook with ads for events like Riverfest or our
Greenway 5K.

•

A $20,000 grant from the Tennessee Department of
Agriculture Forestry Division helped the Forestry
division plant trees for a wind break at Heritage Park
soccer fields.

•

The Forestry Program received a grant of $9,000 in
partnership with APSU to map the tree canopy of
all forested tracts of ¼ acre or larger within the city
limits.

•

A $76,000 USDA Summer Food Service Program
grant provides a free nutirtious lunch to each of our
Summer Youth Program participants for six weeks.

•

A $5,000 from the Gannett Foundation and a $4,600
grant from the TN Arts Commission supports the
promotion of arts and entertainment through our
annual Riverfest Celebration.

•

A donation from the Robert Clark family of
approximately 10 acres of land in north Clarksville
coupled with a $145,000 LPRF Grant award will
allow the Department to develop the first Blueway
within the City providing citizens more access to our
magnificent waterways.

•

A Recreation Trails Program (RTP) grant of
$43,040 was awarded to purchase trail maitnenance
equipment for the Clarksville Greenway.

New Promotional Signage
In 2010, Parks & Recreation purchased over 80, 8 ½” x
11” wall mount sign holders to have installed in our parks
bathroom stalls. They are currently at McGregor Park
and will be installed at Heritage Park, Billy Dunlop Park,
Valleybrook Park, the Clarksville Greenway, and all three
of our community centers. These sign holders allow us
to advertise in a space which is already frequented by
community residents.

Fees and Users Policy
Parks and Recreation staff have worked diligently to
develop a standard fee policy. Previously no written policy
for fees was available in one place. The Department now
has a point of reference to maintain consistency throughout
the entire operation.

TOTAL: $302,640
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Programs
Kleeman Center Improvements

Teen Events

In 2010, the
th Kl
Kleeman C
Community
it C
Center
t gym floor
was refinished. New lines were painted for Basketball,
Volleyball and Badminton. The gym was also repainted in
shades of blue which gave it a fresh look. A Grand Opening
was held for the public to come and check out the new and
improved gymnasium.

Teen Events were new in 2010 and included Party in
the Park, Party at the Skate Park and Party at the Pool.
Events were held once a month (June, July and August).
Admission was free for those in high school with an
required. The events continued to grow throughout the
summer, with nearly 80 teens attending the final party in
August. We expect this program to grow year after year.

Toddlers in Action

Sunrise Fitness

Toddlers in Action, which is held at the Kleeman
Community Center, is a fun program for both parents and
their toddlers ages 2 to 4. The fun and educational activities
encourage positive interactions for participants. The class
usually draws about 5 toddlers per class and is continuing
to grow.

Archery
Since its start in 2009, the Archery program has grown
from only a few participants per class to rarely having any
openings. With the help of recent grant money that was
received from TWRF, two additional kits were purchased.
This has allowed for the program to expand and is now
offered at all three centers, twice a year. Each Center offers
both a beginner and advanced class for students in grades
4-12. Classes average around 7 students per class with a
maximum of 10 per class.

Parks and Recreation partnered with the Clarksville Athletic
Club to create a new six-week Sunrise Fitness Program.
Classes were taught by a trained Clarksville Athletic Club
professional at a city park every Wednesday and Saturday
morning. Classes varied and included yoga and pilates.
With such a low price tag- FREE, this program attracted
nearly 40 participants!
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Programs
Hershey Track and Field

Yoga
This new program, offered at Burt-Cobb Community
Center, worked with both beginners and intermediate level
participants to improve their flexibility, poses, and stress
management. With its popularity growing, an increase in the
coming yoga sessions is expected.

R&B Step

Each year
ear young
o ng athletes come out
o t to Kenwood
Ken ood
High School for the annual Hershey Track and Field
Competition. This year nearly 30 athletes competed for
a chance to showcase their skills in track and field, long
jump, and softball throw.
As a result, Bethany Rich, who placed in the standing
long jump competition, advanced to district, state, and
represented Clarksville at the Hershey Track and Field
North American Finals in Hershey, Pennsylvania. There,
she placed 10th in the girls 13-14 year old age division.

R&B Step is a very popular program at the Burt-Cobb
Center. Kathleen Evans, the instructor, has a huge
following and classes include 20 or so participants each
session. The program is offered once a week for ages 18
and up. Since the program began in 2009, the number of
participants have continued to increase.

Zumba
Zumba, a program that combines music and dance in
an effort to make exercise fun, was offered at the Crow
Community Center. Classes were held twice a week over
a six week period. Class size averaged 15 participants per
class.

Summer Youth Program
Haunted Mansion
The Haunted Mansion has been held at the Kleeman
Community Center for the past four years. Due to its
growing popularity, the one-day event was extended to
two days and even included a free hayride! This event has
continued to grow with nearly 700 people attended this year
compared to roughly 500 last year.

For six weeks every summer, school gyms are staffed with
Directors and Assistants five days a week to offer leadership
and assistance in play activities and instructional classes.
This year, over 10 school gymansiums were modified to
a “community center” setting complete with table games,
tournaments, arts and crafts, and special activities. All
children ages 6-16 were welcome to attend for free and
lunch was provided. This year, 1,775 children participated
in the Summer Youth Program.
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Special Events
The Special Events Team organized, planned and executed
72 events and activities, as well as, five public events. In
2010, these public events included two ground breakings,
two dedication ceremonies and one sign unveiling.

Fright on Franklin

Independence Day Celebration

D it bbeing
Despite
i submerged
b
d underwater
d
t jjustt ttwo months
th
prior, McGregor Park along with the new North Extension
attracted record crowds in the City’s Annual Independence
Day Celebration. A crowd began to form in the early
afternoon in anticipation of the fireworks, as well as, to
get a good seat for national recording artist Joe Diffie’s
performance.

Riverfest

This year’s Fright on Franklin was extremely successful.
Growing from 17 to over 40 vendors, there were many new
places for costumed little ones to get candy and other treats.
The vendors were also competing for the Best Decorated
Booth, won by local hair studio, Salon Envi. Under a
new 12’ spider made of black balloons we had a bigger
and better costume contest that featured 7 categories with
three prizes per category. All but 3 categories were filled
with more than 50 entries. To top off all the fun, Fright
on Franklin won the Special Events 1 Award from the
Tennessee Recreation and Parks Association.

Riverfest
i f t grew bby lleapss and bounds th
this year with
i h the
h
addition of the North Extension. An alternative music
stage was created giving the event four stages of musical
performances and entertainment. A record number of 30
boats competed in the Riverfest Regatta Cardboard Boat
Races. Laser tag, hot air balloon rides and a corn hole
tournament rounded out the new activities for 2010.
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Special Events
Spring Eggstravaganza

Movies in the Park

Previously, Parks and Recreation hosted an annual
Easter Egg Hunt. This year it turned into a complete
Eggstravaganza- with over 700 kids participating. Held
the day before Easter, the Spring Eggstravaganza event
featured a live Petting Zoo, 20,000 candy and toy-filled
eggs, inflatables, carnival games and even 8’ tall carrots
made of balloons!

Movies in the Park began in 2005, and five years later
it has truly became a staple in Clarksville. This year the
summer movie showings were doubled from the previous
year, going from four movies to eight! This resulted in more
participation from sponsors throughout the community, and
a wider variety of movies catering to all ages. This year’s
pre-movie activities included bigger games that allowed
for both individual and group participation. The activities
gave kids and adults the opportunity to win prizes like water
bottles, frisbees, jump ropes, candy and glow sticks. All
the activities and prizes correlated to the movie to create a
theme for each night. In 2010, Movies in the Park began a
Facebook page which quickly grew to over 200 fans. This
allowed Parks and Recreation to keep the public informed
on movie showings and times and receive feedback from
patrons as well. We look forward to this event growing each
year.
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Future Expansion
Fort Defiance Interpretive Center

IIn 2010, the Clarksville-Montgomery
County Sesquicentennial Commission
C
eembarked on a successful mission to have
Fort Defiance and nearby Sevier Station
F
ddesignated as significant sites along
Tennessee’s Historic Civil War Trail.
T
According to the Tennessee Department of
A
Tourism’s website, Tennessee is the only
T
hheritage area to encompass an entire state.

For nearly 150 years, Fort Defiance has been a little-known,
relatively misunderstood piece of Clarksville’s Civil War and
Reconstruction period history. That is soon to change with the
opening day of the Fort Defiance Interpretive Center scheduled
for early to mid April 2011.
Many lifelong residents of Clarksville don’t even realize that
much of the history of Clarksville unfolded on this site. Efforts
to show the significance of the Fort’s history began in 1982, in
preparation for Clarksville’s 1984 Bicentenary. Judge and Mrs.
Sam E. Boaz, who owned the fort property, deeded it to the
City. Faculty and students from Austin Peay State University
cleared the site, and Mayor Ted Crozier arranged for its
maintenance as a city park.
In 2002, the Fort Defiance Commission devised a plan for
developing the site. With a $2.2 million federal grant and city
funding awarded in 2008, an interpretive center and other
amenities have resulted.

National Heritage Areas are designated
N
by Congress and defined by the National Park Service as
“places...where natural, cultural, historic, and recreational
resources combine to form a cohesive, nationally distinctive
landscape, which tell nationally important stories and
represent the national experience through both physical
features and the traditions that have evolved within them.”

Clarksville Blueways

As this report is being prepared, a contractor and city staff are
busy putting on the finishing touches to the Interpretive Center
building and park grounds. Soon the site will be furnished
with interpretive displays and a multi-media theater exhibit
chronicling the fort’s history of Confederate defense and
eventual Union occupation.
“With the fall of Fort Donelson in
nearby Dover to the Union in February
1862, Clarksville and the Confederate
river defense at Fort Defiance was
considered critical to stopping federal
forces from reaching Nashville. But, as
Union ships steamed toward Clarksville,
city fathers determined the wiser
course would be to surrender. Thus,
the fort was taken without a shot,
and the city fell under lengthy Union
occupation.”
~ Dee Boaz

With a property donation from property owner and land
developer Robert Clark, the City of Clarksville is currently
working on a new Blueways project. The property, which
consists of 10 acres, is located on Tiny Town Road near
Clearwater Drive. The plan is to develop a parking area in
addition to canoe and kayak access spots so that residents
can float right into the West Fork River. It is expected to
open for boating next fall. The City will continue exploring
other Blueways areas, with a possible park and float area
planned for the bridge of Wilma Rudolph and river access at
Billy Dunlop Park and near the Clarksville Greenway.
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Join us as we blaze a trail into 2011...

Department Staff
Administration
Mark Tummons, Director
Kevin Cowling, Deputy Director
Tonya Vaden, Deputy Director
Michelle Mann, Office Manager
Mary Blankenship, Support/Fin.
Diane Davis, Accountant
Renay Ross, Admin Clerk

Athletics Director
Tina Boysha

Community Centers
LaConza Gilliam, Burt-Cobb
Beth Allen, Crow
Lauren Calhoun, Kleeman

Special Events
Jennifer Byard, Supervisor
Niki Crowe, Coordinator
Matthew Nixon, Assistant/Downtown
Market Mgr.

Facility Rentals
Beverly Rockett
Program Director
Melissa Adkins

Marketing & Public
Relations
Candice Waite, Supervisor
Bethany McCaslin, Promotions
Specialist
Maintenance
Garry Harp, Maintenance
Supervisor
Mary Williams, Service Clerk
James Clark, Crew Chief
Richard Davis, Crew Chief
Wayne Masterson, Crew Chief
William Humphrey, Crew Chief

2010
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Chair- Bill Forrester
Candy Johnson
Deanna McLaughlin
Wallace Redd

Clarksville Parks and
Recreation
102 Public Square
Clarksville, TN 37040
Phone: 931-645-7476
Fax: 931-553-2432
www.cityofclarksville.com/parks&rec
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